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Statement

There are particular cities with recurring oblivion.

Wounds of demolished buildings become visible in the cityscape only for a split second as they are
concealed by scab-like makeovers shortly after their appearance on the site. As the years go passing
by, all the changes and memories of what happened to the site slip out of people’s memory slowly but
surely day by day. It seems as though the act of demolition itself didn’t happen.

This is our attempt to contemplate those unseen presences in contemporary society which have been

generated throughout the course of cities metabolism.

Pioneer species*1, a glacial erratic rock*2, wooden-patterned zinc sheet*3 and vacant negative spaces
are the archetype of unwanted void in the society which we happen to encounter in such derelict sites.
The misalignment of temporal axis and dislocation within the void provide us an alternative viewpoint.

Thus our creation is sparked off.

*1 A glacial erratic rock

A glacial erratic rock is a piece of rock that differs from the size and type of rock native to the area in which it rests. Geologists
identify erratics by studying the rocks surrounding the position of the erratic and the composition of the erratic itself.Some noticeable
ones become landmarks, but the most of them blend in to the everyday and they become mundane.

*2 Pioneer species

Pioneer species are hardy species which are the first to colonize previously disrupted or damaged ecosystems, beginning a chain of
ecological succession that ultimately leads to a more biodiverse steady-state ecosystem. We can easily find Canada goldenrod on the
bare land which appears after the demolition of a building.

*3 Wooden-patterned zinc sheet
The hidden side of the house is revealed when adjoining house is demolished. A zinc sheet with printed wooden-pattern on its
surface is often used to patch the exposed area. In olden days, it was common to use cryptomeria board for such a purpose. It is now

substituted by the fake wooden board (zinc sheets) because it can camouflage the patches with much more reasonable price than
genuine wood. It is preferably used in Onomichi, Hiroshima.
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MOUHITORI
Tamaki Ono
Kiyohito Mikami.

Artist duo Tamaki Ono (b.1973) and Kiyohito Mikami (b.1973) make up “MOUHITORI”.

Using site-specific installations the pair contemplate an unseen presence in contemporary society,
generated through the process of a city’s metabolism. The duo are also directors and founders of the
international artist-in residence program AIR Onomichi and Artist-run gallery Komyoji-kaikan.

Tamaki Ono (Artist, Director of AIR Onomichi,Associate professor of Onomichi City University)
1973 Born in Hokkaido Japan
1998 Completed postgraduate studies at the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music.

Kiyohito Mikami (Artist, Director of Komyoji-kaikan and Nakata Museum of Art)
1973 Born in Kagoshima Japan.
1999 Completed postgraduate studies at the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music.
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Scab

2018

site-spacific installation

Brownfield land next to TESCO, Stoke-on-Trent UK
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site-spacific installation

Brownfield land next to TESCO, Stoke-on-Trent UK



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency




Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

installation

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018
Field research

“In A CITY: Mouhitori Investigates”, AirSpace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, UK /Residency



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces
2018

Field research

On the way between Middle Port Pottery and AirSpace gallery, Stoke-on-Trent UK



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces

2018

Field research

Brownfield land next to TESCO, Stoke-on-Trent UK



Scab / Unconscious Surfaces

2018

Field research

Brownfield land next to TESCO, Stoke-on-Trent UK



Sunny Scab
2018

Acrylic gouache on blue tarp

“Painters” Nakata Museum, Onomichi



Rosetta
2017
site-spacific installation

“DR/OP: Beyond Boundaries”, Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore



Rosetta
2017

installation

“DR/OP: Beyond Boundaries”, Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore



Pioneer Species / Unconscious Surfaces
2017

installation

“DR/OP: Beyond Boundaries”, Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore



Scab
2017
site-spacific installation

Former book store's warehouse, Onomichi
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Scab
2017
site-spacific installation
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Scab
2017
site-spacific installation

Former book store's warehouse, Onomichi



Void Pioneer Species

2016

installation

ONLY CONNECT :dr/op ,Onomichi




Scab

2016

installation

ONLY CONNECT :dr/op ,Onomichi




Dogs in a Room installation view
2015

installation

ONLY CONNECT :Dogs in a Room ,Onomichi




Scab

2015

Offset printing,Paper

ONLY CONNECT :Dogs in a Room ,Onmichi



A glacial erratic block

2015

Site-specific installation

ONLY CONNECT :Dogs in a Room ,Onomichi




Scab

2015

Offset printing,Paper
CHEMICRAFT ,London



MOMOSHIMA Wind-ow A glacial erratic block
2014
Site-specific installation

Exhibition: 100 Idea ,Momoshima island
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Momoshima Wind-ow

2012

former Akamatsu Hospital,plywood,plaster board, light,etc.
Exhibition: UTOPIA -ART BASE MOMOSHIMA Opening Exhibition



Momoshima Wind-ow

2012

former Akamatsu Hospital,plywood,plaster board, light,etc.
Exhibition: UTOPIA -ART BASE MOMOSHIMA Opening Exhibition




Momoshima Wind-ow

2012

vacant lot,Window,plaster board,light,kitchen utensils etc.
Exhibition: UTOPIA -ART BASE MOMOSHIMA Opening Exhibition






Scab

installation view

2013

Site-specific installation

Exhibition: The Standstill of Painting




Scab
2014

Site-specific installation

Exhibition:The Standstill of Painting Nakata Museum
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Scab-glacial erratic rocks
2014

Soap,Site-specific installation

Exhibition: The Standstill of Painting Nakata Museum




Scab-unconscious sculpture
2014

paper,Site-specific installation
Exhibition:The Standstill of Painting Nakata Museum




Scab

2013

Site-specific installation
Exhibition: Utopiana,Geneva



Scab

2013

Site-specific installation
Exhibition: Utopiana,Geneva
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Scab
2013

Site-specific installation

special printed paper, wood ,styrofoam

Exhibition: Utopiana,Geneva
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Scab
2012
a weather-beaten hut,plywood,plaster board,light,etc.

Exhibition: Uyama DNA Higashihiroshima Contemporary Art Program









Wind-ow
2011

wood,paint,light

Hill House, Onomichi
Exhibition: AIR VIEW




Wind-ow
2011
wood,paint,light

Hill House, Onomichi
Exhibition: AIR VIEW






Wind-ow a distant view
2011

window,wood,Imitation flower,paint,light, scrap wood of the building,etc.

vacant land, Onomichi
Exhibition: AIR VIEW



I run through it in this way

Sky Window & Performance of yummydance
2011

ruin,wood,light,etc.

collaboration between MOUHITORI & yummuydance, Onomichi
Exhibition: AIR VIEW






Scab
2011

wooden pattern galvanized iron sheet
Saka to Michi, Osaka
Exhibition: 22 suites



Wind-ow

2011

TV,dry plants, paper,paint,light

Sangenya Apartment, Onomichi
Exhibition: Saka to Michi,Open Apartment




Scab

2009

wooden pattern galvanized iron sheet,wood,paint,light
Former Kitamura Clothing Shop,Onomichi

Collection of NPO Onomichi Abandoned House Reclamation Project






Scab

2009

printed paper,glue,wood,light
komyoji-kaikan, Onomichi
Exhibition: Wind-ow



Scab

2009

wooden pattern galvanized iron sheet,wood
komyoji-kaikan, Onomichi

Exhibition: Wind-ow



Wind-ow
2009

video 15min.

komyoji-kaikan, Onomichi
Exhibition: Wind-ow



Scab

2009

wooden pattern galvanized iron sheet,wood
Sangenya Apartment, Onomichi

Exhibition: Open Apartment




Scab

2008

printed paper,glue

abandoned building ,Prague, Czech Republic

Exhibition:tina.b Prague International Contemporary Art Festival
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Scab work in progress
2008,Prague, Czech Republic






Wind-ow
2008
Plywood,wood,paint,light

The former Bank of Japan Hiroshima Brench,Hiroshima City
Exhibition:Hiroshima Art Document 2008







Scab

2008

wooden pattern galvanized iron sheet,Canada goldenrod,paint,light,plywood
a basement atThe former Bank of Japan Hiroshima Brench,Hiroshima City
Exhibition:AIR Onomichi






Wind-ow
2007
Plywood,wood,paint,light

Yellow Apartment & Vacant lot,Onomichi City
Exhibition:AIR Onomichi



Wind-ow

2007
Plywood,wood,paint,light,steel pipe,artificial flowers,etc.
Yellow Apartment & Vacant lot,Onomichi City
Exhibition:AIR Onomichi




Void
2007

Installation view of "Void"

Onomichi City University Museum,Onomichi
Exhibition:Void






Finding one another in the town

2006

Plywood,paint

Akitsu,Higashihiroshima City

Exhibition:Akitsu DNA Higashihiroshima Contemporary Art Program



Finding one another in the town

2006

photo,light

Akitsu,Higashihiroshima City

Exhibition:Akitsu DNA Higashihiroshima Contemporary Art Program




Finding one another in the town
2006

chalk,paint,plywood

Space HAM,Onomichi

Exhibition:Hamp workshop
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Finding one another in the town
2006

chalk,paint,plywood

Space HAM,Onomichi

Exhibition:Hamp workshop




WORKSHOP
2006-2012
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
2007-2015



AIR Onomichi 2007
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AIR Onomichi 2009
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AIR Onomichi 2011
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AIR Onomichi 2013
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